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The Discovery Papers 
Reenactment * Research * Recreation 

Cherokee Village of New Echota 
On December 29, 1835, a minority faction (the Treaty Party) of 
the Cherokee, led by Major Ridge, signed the Treaty of New 
Echota, with the US Government. 

The Treaty was NOT agreed to by the majority of the Cherokee people. It 
called for the relinquishment of all Cherokee land east of the Mississippi 
River. Principal Chief John Ross and the National Council called it invalid. 
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LOREM IPSUM DECEMBER 27, 2022

HARRY S TRUMAN - THIRTY-THIRD PRESIDENT OF THE USA 
Harry S Truman died in Kansas City, Missouri, on December 26, 
1972. He was a United States senator from Missouri from 1935 
to January 1945 when he became the 34th vice-president 
serving until the death of President Franklin D, Roosevelt on 
April 12, 1945. He served as president until 1953. 

His was the first Presidential Library to be created under the 
1955 Presidential Libraries Act. Located in Independence, 
Missouri, Truman was a regular visitor to his library in his 
retirement years. 

As the unrest with the Government increased, 
some Cherokee voluntarily began making their 
way to Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Members 
of the Treaty Party followed. The majority 
remained and continued to negotiate to remain 
in the Southeast. By the end of the decade, 
Ross and the remaining Cherokee were 
rounded up and force marched to Indian 
Territory. The removal has become known as 
the Trail of Tears. The Cherokee crossed into 
Missouri just north of Cape Girardeau. In time, 
the leaders of the Treaty Party were killed for 
the capital crime to cede national land.  

The Cherokee received $5 million for 7 million 
acres of their ancestral land and an equal 
amount of land in Indian Territory. 

December 27, 1831 
Charles Darwin set sail on Royal Navy ship 
HMS Beagle on a five year voyage. He served 
as the Naturalist. He gathered and studied the 
animals, fossils, rocks and plants of Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile and the Galapagos Islands. 
Darwin also sent specimens back to England for 
further study. 

His multi year study of his specimens led 
Darwin to conclude that all things on Earth, 
plants, animals, microbes, come from a 
common ancestor and have slowly changed 
over the generations through natural selection. 

Charles Darwin was born in England in 1809. 
He was the son of a wealthy doctor and the 
grandson of potter, Josiah Wedgwood. He 
became an apprentice doctor at age 16 and 
attended the University of Edinburgh Medical 
School and Cambridge University. 

London’s Natural History Museum says of him: 
“Darwin transformed the way we understand 
the natural world with ideas that, in his day, 
were nothing short of revolutionary. He gave us 
insight into the fantastic diversity of life on 
Earth and its origins, including our own as a 
species. He is celebrated as one of the greatest 
British scientists who ever lived.” 

Charles Darwin died in 1882 at the age of 73.
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RESEARCH…Checking Out the Rest of the Story 

Sacagawea: Courageous Trailblazer! by James Buckley Jr. 

Bird Woman (Sacajawea)the Guide of Lewis and Clark Her Own Story Now First Given to 
the World by James Willard Schultz 

Marie Curie for Kids: Her Life and Scientific Discoveries with 21 Activities and 
Experiments by Amy M. O’Quinn 

Madame Curie: A Biography by Eve Curie 

Cherokee Tragedy: The Story of the Ridge Family and the Decimation of a People by 
Thurman Wilkins 

Cherokee Chronicles 1540-1840: From First Contact to the Trail of Tears by Joel Koenig 

Mary and the Trail of Tears: A Cherokee Removal Survival Story by Andrea L. Rogers 

Truman by David McCullough 

Harry S Truman: Thirty-Third President of the United States by George E. Stanley 

A Modest Genius: The story of Darwin’s Life and How His Ideas Changed Everything by 
Hanne Strager 

Who Was Charles Darwin? by Deborah Hopkinson 

Freedom Train: The Story of Harriet Tubman by Dorothy Sterling 

The Underground Railroad: An Interactive History Adventure by Allison Lassieur 

Walt Disney: The Triumph of the American Imagination by Neal Gabler 

Walt Disney: Drawn from Imagination by Bill Scollon 

A Study in Scarlet by Arthur Conan Doyle 

The Louisiana Purchase: A History Just for Kids by KidCaps 

Louisiana Purchase by Peter and Connie Roop 
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Petticoat Profiles - Inspiring Women

Araminta Ross, known as the “Moses of her 
people,” was enslaved at birth around 
1820-1822 in Maryland. Beatings by her 
master, left her with a lifetime of severe 
headaches and narcolepsy. She changed her 
name to Harriet at the time of her marital 
union to John Tubman. (Slaves were not 
allowed to marry.) 

The Underground Railroad, a network of safe 
houses and escape routes, was created in the  

1700s by white and black abolitionists. Harriet and two brothers used it to flee north in 1849. She 
returned South several times to assist others in navigating the Railroad to freedom. Harriet never 
lost a “passenger” and was never caught. She also served as a scout, spy, guerrilla soldier and nurse 
for the Union Army during the Civil War. Harriett Tubman is considered the first African American 
woman to serve in the military. She died in 1913.

Maria Salomea Sklosowska was born on November 7, 1867 in 
Poland.  Her father was a teacher of mathematics and physics and 
Maria showed abilities in science at an early age. The University of 
Warsaw did not admit female students so she went to France to 
study at the Sorbonne beginning in 1891. She changed her name to 
Marie. There she studied chemistry, mathematics and physics. She 
earned a degree in physics in 1893 and began work at an industrial 
laboratory. She obtained a fellowship to continue her studies at the 
University of Paris and earned a second degree in 1894. 

She met Pierre Curie and began investigating the magnetic 
properties of various steels, commissioned by the Society for the 
Encouragement of National Industry. Marie married Pierre in 1895.

The Curies worked together and independently during their married life. Between 1898 and 1902, 
they published a joint total of 32 scientific papers.Together, they discovered polonium and radium 
In 1903,Marie was awarded her doctorate from the University of Paris. She was the first woman in 
France to do so. The same year the Curies and a fellow physicist were awarded the Nobel Prize for 
their work on radioactivity. Marie was the first woman to be awarded a Nobel. Pierre was killed in 
an accident in 1906 and Marie was appointed his chair at the Sorbonne becoming the first female 
professor at the University. 
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In 1911, she became the first person and first woman to be awarded a second Nobel. This time in 
chemistry.   

During World War I, she created mobile x-ray units to help physicians on the battlefield treat the 
wounded soldiers.  

Her work with radioactive materials, without protection, led to her illness and death, in 1934, of 
leukemia. Her body and papers will remain radioactive for over a thousand years.  

Marie’s daughter, Irene and her husband, Frederic Joloit, shared the Nobel Prize in chemistry in 
1935 for their discovery in artificial radioactivity. Her younger daughter Eve, worked as a journalist 
and wrote her mother’s biography. Eve’s husband, Henry Richardson Labouissee Jr., was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1965, on behalf of UNICEF, completing the Curie family legacy of Nobel 
Prizes.

Sacagawea (translated Bird Woman) was born around 1788 neat the 
Idaho-Montana border, as a member of the Lemhi Shoshone. She 
was kidnapped by a Hidatsa raiding party about 1800 and taken to 
their villages near present-day Bismark, North Dakota. She was 
purchased by Toussaint Charbonneau, a French Canadian fur trader 
about 1804 and became one of his plural wives. 

American explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark spent the 
winter of 1804-5 at the Mandan-Hidatsa village where Sacagawea 
and Charbonneau lived. The explorers employed Charbonneau as an 
interpreter. Discovering that he didn’t speak Shoshone from whom 
the expedition needed to acquire horses, the explorers brought 
Sacagawea along. Before the expedition left the village, Sacagawea 
had given birth to her son, Jean Baptiste Charbonneau. 

Sacagawea proved a very beneficial addition to the expeditionary 
force. She retrieved indispensable valuables when the boat in which 
she was riding capsized. She searched out edible plants, made 
moccasins and clothing, and her presence as a woman with a baby 
helped insure the peaceful intentions of the party when Indian tribes 
were encountered. As hoped, Sacagawea aided in the negotiations 
for horses with her Shoshone brother.  

She was not the guide but did provide guidance on the best routes 
on the return journey. When the group returned to the Madan-
Hidatsa villages, the Charbonneau family left the party. They later 
traveled to St. Louis in 1809 to leave their son in the care of William 
Clark.  Sacagawea died in 1812 shortly after the birth of her 
daughter. Clark became the legal guardian of both of her children.  

In 2001, President Clinton granted her a posthumous decoration as 
an honorary sergeant in the regular army.
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Helping To Tell The Story…History’s Companions

Marie Curie Plush Doll 

Little Thinker Doll 

12”

Harriet Tubman by Gloria Y. Rone 

Polymer Clay 

9 1/2”

Sacagawea by Sacagawea Dolls 

Bisque Porcelain 

24” 
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Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes 

Effanbee 1983 

Vinyl 

16 “

Harry S Truman by Artist Donna Enloe 

Effanbee 1979 

17 “
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Adventures with Amelia

The end of the year will soon be upon us. 
The Westport Historical Society held a lovely 
afternoon event celebrating the Winter 
Holidays. Here I am in my holiday finery 
joining in on the fun!  

My favorite thing this time of year is 
following all the traditions from all over the 
world. There are so many ways to celebrate! 
I love putting out my wooden shoes and 
hanging my stocking on December 6 for St. 
Nicholas, watching the mischief my elf gets 
up to during the season, and  listening to a 
reading of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on 
Christmas Eve. My absolute favorite is 
hunting the Christmas Pickle when the 

tree and all the colorfully wrapped presents are revealed after breakfast on Christmas 
morning. The lucky finder receives an extra present! 

What are the traditions you include in your winter holiday celebrations? Do you 
celebrate Chanukah or Kwanza? Does you family go to see The Nutcracker every 
December? Or do you lay out bread and milk for Mary and Joseph on Christmas Eve?  

Everyone in our family receives a new book on Christmas Eve. We each cuddle in our 
beds with a mug of hot chocolate and read until we fall asleep. Such a cozy way to 
wait for Father Christmas/Santa Claus, don’t you think?  

Twelfth Night, the last evening of the Twelve Days of Christmas celebration is great 
fun. Our family has a wonderful festive dinner with our favorite songs of the season 
playing in the background. Everyone wears their holiday finery. For dessert, we have 
Twelfth Night Cake. Inside is a silver coin and whoever finds it in their slice, wears a 
crown for the remainder of the evening. After dinner, each of us receives three 
presents. After changing into our pajamas, robes, and slippers, we assemble in the 
sitting room to watch Miracle on 34th Street, an all time family favorite. We flip a coin 
as to which version we watch. We enjoy hot chocolate and cookies and cream 
popcorn, too. The perfect ending to a joyous Christmastide! 



9

Recreation Happenings 

The Westport Historical Society/
Harris Kearney Historic Home is 
closed for the season. It will reopen 
on March 3, 2023. In the meantime, 
special programs, events, and tours 
are available by appointment.  

Be sure and register for the Myrtle 
Hardcastle Sleuthing Party and 
Peony’s Puurfect Pages Book Club on 
January 14, 2023. The fun starts at 
1:00 p.m. First book is Premeditated 
Myrtle by Elizabeth C. Bunce. 

Register at 
timetravelwestport@gmail.com 

The literary world will be celebrating 
on January 1, 2023, as the world’s first 
consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes, 
enters the public domain.  

On December 1, 1887, Sherlock 
Holmes entered the world stage 
courtesy of Arthur Conan Doyle’s book 
A Study in Scarlet. It was printed in 
installments in a magazine. Holmes and 
Watson became a sensation that 
remains to this day. 

Are you a fan of Enola Holmes? We 
are. She’s the inspiration of several of 
the activities planned for the Myrtle 
Hardcastle Detective Society.  

Do join in the fun of being a Victorian 
sleuth at the Westport Historical 
Society

mailto:timetravelwestport@gmail.com
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The Discovery Papers is a publication of the

 Westport Historical Society 

Time Travelers Educational Program.

Westport Historical Society/Harris-Kearney Historic House Museum

4000 Baltimore, Kansas City, Missouri 64111

816-561-1821/timetravelwestport@gmail.com

The Time Travelers Educational Program Partners

The United Federation of Doll Clubs, Inc. Doll Museum

The Doll Cradle

Turn of the Century Antiques/Virtual Doll Convention

Judy Porter

Youth Engagement Collective

Check out the educational activities of the Westport Historical Society

on Facebook  - Possum Trotters at Port Fonda

mailto:816-561-1821/timetravelwestport@gmail.com
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